Let’s Spread the Spirit of Japan’s Constitution Article 9 around the World!

ARTICLE 9 PEACE WALK

In association with the “Global Article 9 Conference to Abolish War”

Carrying the Message of Article 9 from Hiroshima to Tokyo and to the World
Depart: Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, February 24, 2008 (Sun), 13:30 
Destination: Tokyo “Global Article 9 Conference to Abolish War”, May 4th 2008 (Sun)

Imagine and Believe 

In your power to make a world of peace without war

In the 63 years since World War Ⅱ
Continuous wars have taught us

that peace cannot be built by force.
If fear of others could be the trigger of force,

let’s make an effort to know each other by walking together.

Would you join us in the march to 
bring the message of peace from town to town and to the world?

Your action empowers us.

Even a step that you take will encourages us.

The time has come to take action to express our ardent wish for peace as declared in

Japan’s Constitution Article 9 on “Renunciation of War”.
 The article’s main principles include “ No Military Weapons” and “Peace without Force”
To ensure that the sublime ideal of Article 9 prevails as the world’s principle.
Citizens of the world will gather to hold the “Global Article 9 Conference to Abolish War”.

For this conference, and for the ideal it represents, let’s walk together.

Life is our precious treasure.

Article 9 is a treasure to the world.

Let’s carry the torch of peace through the “Article 9 Peace Walk” 

from Hiroshima to Tokyo

Article 9 Peace Walk Committee

Tel: 080-3434-2684
Fax: 050-8002-4634
peace-walk@mbe.nifty.com 
http://homepage3.nifty.com/peace_walk/

What is Article 9?
　　　　　　　　　　Oath to Renounce War
　　　　　　　　　　Treasure of Humankind
Article 9 is the “no war, no military” clause in the Japanese Constitution that went into effect on May 3, 1947. It reads: 
1) Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and order, the Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or use of force as means of settling international disputes. 

2) In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, as well as other war potential, will never be maintained. The right of belligerency of the state will not be recognized.
Article 9 is more than just a constitutional article – it is an oath to renounce war. It is an ultimate goal for humanity that the Japanese people obtained at the cost of countless precious lives in World War II. The immense regret from the bitter experience and lessons the Japanese learned from the past is embodied in Article 9 as an incomparable treasure of human wisdom. 

Building a world of peace without war is the only way to redeem all the sorrows and sufferings of the millions of victims of war. It is our duty to hand a peaceful world down to posterity the next generation.
However, recently the Referendum Law was passed without sufficient discussion or explanation to Japanese citizens. We now face a serious situation of a national referendum in 2011 to amend the constitution. This threat has led to our realization that the constitution is not only the sovereignty of the Japanese citizens, but also that Article 9 is the key to world peace and a treasure of humankind. We now appreciate the true significance of Article 9.
What Action is Being Taken to Preserve Article 9?

Article 9 Peace Walk 

Global Article 9 Conference to Abolish War

The “Global Article 9 Conference to Abolish War” aims to promote the sublime ideal of Article 9 as a world principle. This international gathering from May 4 to 6, 2008 in Tokyo will gather the voices of the world that support and share the spirit of Article 9 as the common wisdom of humanity, heritage of the world, and hope for world peace. The participants - Nobel Peace prize winners, world-renowned intellectuals, NGO activists, artists and civilians - will send the spirit of Article 9 soaring around the world. 

The “Article 9 Peace Walk” is a pre-event of the conference. It is entirely planned and organized by citizens who seek to hand messages of support for Article 9 from the peoples of Hiroshima, Nagasaki, and the many towns along walk route to the participants of the “Global Article 9 Conference” and to the world’s peoples.
The “Peace Walk” marchers will set off on February 25 from the Peace Memorial Park in Hiroshima. They will arrive May 3 at Tokyo’s Hibiya Park to join the “Constitution Memorial Gathering”. On May 4 they will arrive at the “Global Article 9 Conference” site in Makuhari Messe, Chiba Prefecture (next to Tokyo) just before it begins. 

We all long for peace and know that life is precious. Let’s take action with our minds and spirits! Join the walk and express a strong appeal for peace. Let’s combine our voices in the “Article 9 Peace Walk” and help make one big voice of humankind in support of Article 9.

How Can I Join the Article 9 Peace Walk?

　　　　　　Walk the entire route, a portion, or even a day

・Walk with Us

Basic shelter and board can possibly be provided for those who march longer. For more information, please contact the Peace Walk Committee by e-mail with your plan.

・Welcome the Walkers

Provide rooms and meals along the route for the walkers, and have a chance to talk together.

・Support Us

We need your help in various support tasks, such as organizing the walk, managing the website, distributing leaflets and information, joining the supporting committee.

・Give Your Power

Nothing is more encouraging than your cheers. Share you wishes for peace with others.
・Donate Money
Your donation can provide meals for the walkers, transportation support and sending information. We greatly appreciate your donation.

 -Bank Transfer- Mitsui Sumitomo Bank, Kunitachi branch, Ordinary (futsu) Account No. 7859178 (Account Name: peace walk 9)
 **If you want to send the donation another way, please contact us by e-mail.

・Article 9 Peace Walk Committee

Tel: 080-3434-2684
Fax: 050-8002-4634
E-mail: peace-walk@mbe.nifty.com

URL: http://homepage3.nifty.com/peace_walk/
Peace Walk Schedule

　　　　　　　71 days from Hiroshima to Tokyo
The average daily walk will be about 20 kilometers. Walkers will stay in the city named on the date in the schedule. Underlined dates are Sunday. Please note that schedule is tentative. The updated schedule can be viewed on our website. 
2008
	February 24
	Departing Ceremony 
	Hiroshima Prefecture

	   25
	Peace Memorial Park and Kure City
	

	   26
	Higashihiroshima City
	

	   27
	Takehara City
	

	   28
	Mihara City
	

	   29
	Onomichi City
	

	 March 1
	Fukuyama City
	

	   2
	Asakuchi City
	Okayama Prefecture

	   3
	Kurashiki City
	

	   4
	Rest Day 
	

	   5
	Tamano City
	

	   6
	Okayama City
	

	   7
	Setouchi City
	

	   8
	Bizen City
	

	   9
	Ako City
	Hyogo Prefecture

	   10
	Aioi City
	

	   11
	Himeji City
	

	   12
	Rest Day
	

	   13 
	Kakogawa City
	

	   14
	Akashi City
	

	   15
	Kobe City
	

	   16
	Nishinomiya City
	

	   17
	Osaka City
	Osaka Prefecture

	   18 
	Osaka City
	

	   19 
	Rest Day
	

	   20
	Kashiwara City
	

	   21
	Nara City
	Nara Prefecture

	   22
	Nara City
	

	   23 
	Kyoto City
	Kyoto Prefecture

	   24
	Kyoto City
	

	   25
	Kyoto Kita
	

	   26
	Kusatsu City
	Shiga Prefecture

	   27
	Rest Day
	

	   28
	Omihachiman City
	

	   29
	Hikone City
	

	   30
	Sekigahara Town
	Gifu Prefecture

	   31
	Ogaki City
	

	 April 1
	Ichinomiya City
	Aichi Prefecture

	   2
	Nagoya City
	

	   3
	Nagoya City
	

	   4
	Rest Day
	

	   5
	Toyota City
	

	   6
	Okazaki City
	

	   7
	Toyokawa City
	

	   8
	Toyohashi City
	

	   9
	Kosai City
	Shizuoka Prefecture

	   10
	Hamamatsu City
	

	   11
	Fukuroi City
	

	   12
	Rest Day
	

	   13
	Shimada City
	

	   14
	Yaizu City
	

	   15
	Shizuoka City
	

	   16
	Yui Town
	

	   17
	Fuji City
	

	   18 
	Mishima City
	

	   19
	Gotemba City
	

	   20
	Rest Day
	

	   21 
	Mishima City
	

	   22
	Motohakone

	   23
	Odawara City
	Kanagawa Prefecture

	   24
	Chigasaki City
	

	   25 
	Kamakura City
	

	   26 
	Yokosuka City
	

	   27
	Yokohama City
	

	   28
	Rest Day
	

	   29
	Action in Tokyo
	Tokyo Prefecture

	   30
	Action in Tokyo
	

	  May 1
	Action in Tokyo
	

	   2
	Action against the Diet
	

	   3
	Hibiya Park
	

	   4
	Global Article 9 Conference in Makuhari
	Chiba Prefecture

	   5
	(Report the event in section meetings) 
	

	   6
	(Report the event in section meetings)
	


